
Baby Botanist by Laura Gehl (2019)

Baby’s First Words by Stella Blackstone (2017)

Bath! Bath! Bath! by Douglas Florian (2018)

Bitty Brown Babe by Deborah Lefalle (2019)

Dream Big, Little One by Vashti Harrison (2018)

Global Baby Boys by Maya Ajmera (2014)

I Can Dream by Betsy Snyder (2018)

I Love Science by Allison Wortche (2019)

Leo Gets a Checkup by Anna McQuinn (2018)

Love Makes a Family by Sophie Beer (2018)

Rosa Loves Dinosaurs by Jessica Spanyol 
(2018)

Rosa Plays Ball by Jessica Spanyol (2018)

Rosa Rides Her Scooter by Jessica Spanyol 
(2018)

Toesy Toes by Sarah Yi-Mei Tsiang (2018)

What Do I Feel? / Que siento? by Annie Kubler 
(2015), bilingual: Spanish and English

Where Do Pants Go? by Rebecca Van Slyke 
(2019)

Whose Knees are These? by Jabari Asim (2019)

Apple Picking Day! by Candice Ranson (2016)

Garden Day! by Candice Ranson (2019)

Get a Hit, Mo! (Mo Jackson) by David A. Adler 
(2016)

I Am a Super Girl! by Kelly Greenawalt (2019)

Kick It, Mo! by David A. Adler (2018)

Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse: Passport to 
Reading by Rory Keane (2018)

Snow Day! by Candice Ransom (2018)

Board Books

Early Readers

A Beach Tail by Karen Lynn Williams (2010) 
(PreK-1st) 

A Boy Like You by Frank Murphy (2019) (K-2nd)

All Are Welcome by Alexandra Penfold (2018) 
(PreK-2nd)

All Different Now: Juneteenth, the First Day of 
Freedom by Angela Johnson (2014) (2nd-3rd)

Around the Table that Grandad Built  
by Melanie Heuiser Hill (2019) (PreK-2nd)

Astro Girl by Ken Wilson-Max (2017) (PreK-K)

B is for Baby by Atinuke (2019) (PreK-K)

Be a Maker by Katey Howes (2019) (PreK-1st)

Bea’s Bees by Katherine Pryor (2019) (1st-3rd)

Bilal Cooks Daal by Aisha Saeed (2019) (PreK)

Brave Ballerina: The Story of Janet Collins  
by Michelle Meadows (2019) (PreK-2nd)

Carmela Full of Wishes by Matt de la Peña 
(2018) (PreK-2nd)

Cece Loves Science by Kimberly Derting  
(2018) (K-3rd)

Common Threads: Adam’s Day at the Market  
by Huda Essa (2019) (PreK)

Cool Cuts by Mechal Renee Roe (2020)  
(PreK-1st)

Daniel’s Good Day by Micha Archer (2019) 
(PreK-K)

Fairy Science by Ashley Spires (2019) (K-2nd)

Fearless Mary: Mary Fields, American 
Stagecoach Driver by Tami Charles (2019) 
(PreK-3rd)

The Best Kind of Bear by Greg Gormley (2019) 
(PreK)

The Big Bed by Bunmi Laditan (2018) (PreK-K)

The Big Five by Bella Makatini (2019) (PreK-K) 

The End of Something Wonderful  
by Stephanie Lucianovic (2019) (1st-3rd) 

Picture Books

Book Recommendations for Young Learners from Dayton Metro Library
Books featuring African American lead characters and/or focused on diversity and social-emotional health 

(alphabetical by title)

https://www.amazon.com/Baby-Botanist-Scientist-Laura-Gehl/dp/0062841327/ref=asc_df_0062841327/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=385670979584&hvpos=1o1&hvnetw=g&hvrand=12351957931696823034&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9015831&hvtargid=pla-826159504559&psc=1&tag=&ref=&adgrpid=79288120795&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvadid=385670979584&hvpos=1o1&hvnetw=g&hvrand=12351957931696823034&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9015831&hvtargid=pla-826159504559
https://www.amazon.com/Babys-First-Words-Stella-Blackstone/dp/1782853219
https://www.amazon.com/Bath-Douglas-Florian/dp/1499804857
https://www.amazon.com/Bitty-Brown-Babe-Deborah-LeFalle/dp/1506448534
https://www.amazon.com/Dream-Big-Little-Vashti-Harrison/dp/0316475092
https://www.amazon.com/Global-Baby-Boys-Children-Books/dp/1580894402/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Global+Baby+Boys&qid=1582122382&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/I-Can-Dream-Betsy-Snyder/dp/145216214X
https://www.amazon.com/I-Love-Science-Allison-Wortche/dp/1328529371
https://www.amazon.com/Leo-Gets-Checkup-Anna-McQuinn/dp/1580898912
https://www.amazon.com/Love-Makes-Family-Sophie-Beer/dp/052555422X
https://www.amazon.com/Rosa-Loves-Dinosaurs-All-About/dp/1786281244
https://www.amazon.com/Rosa-Plays-Ball-All-About/dp/1786281260
https://www.amazon.com/Rosa-Rides-Her-Scooter-About/dp/1786281236
https://www.amazon.com/Toesy-Toes-Sarah-Yi-Mei-Tsiang/dp/1459813421
https://www.amazon.com/Siento-Senses-Bilingual-English-Spanish/dp/1846437210
https://www.amazon.com/Where-Pants-Rebecca-Van-Slyke/dp/1454915927
https://www.amazon.com/Whose-Knees-These-Jabari-Asim/dp/0316735760
https://www.amazon.com/Apple-Picking-Step-into-Reading/dp/0553538586
https://www.amazon.com/Garden-Day-Step-into-Reading/dp/1524720402
https://www.amazon.com/Get-Hit-Mo-Jackson/dp/0448480107
https://www.amazon.com/Am-Super-Girl-Acorn-Princess/dp/1338339982
https://www.amazon.com/Kick-Mo-Jackson-David-Adler/dp/0425289818
https://www.amazon.com/Spider-Man-Into-Spider-Verse-Passport-Reading/dp/0316413771
https://www.amazon.com/Spider-Man-Into-Spider-Verse-Passport-Reading/dp/0316413771
https://www.amazon.com/Snow-Day-Step-into-Reading/dp/1524720380
https://www.amazon.com/Beach-Tail-Karen-P-Williams/dp/1590787129
https://www.amazon.com/Boy-Like-You-Frank-Murphy/dp/1534110461
https://www.amazon.com/All-Are-Welcome-Alexandra-Penfold/dp/0525579656
https://www.amazon.com/All-Different-Now-Juneteenth-Freedom/dp/068987376X
https://www.amazon.com/All-Different-Now-Juneteenth-Freedom/dp/068987376X
https://www.amazon.com/Around-Table-That-Grandad-Built/dp/0763697842
https://www.amazon.com/Astro-Girl-Ken-Wilson-Max/dp/1536209465
https://www.amazon.com/B-Baby-Atinuke/dp/1536201669
https://www.amazon.com/Be-Maker-Katey-Howes/dp/1512498025
https://www.amazon.com/Beas-Bees-Katherine-Pryor/dp/0764356992
https://www.amazon.com/Bilal-Cooks-Daal-Aisha-Saeed/dp/1534418105
https://www.amazon.com/Brave-Ballerina-Story-Janet-Collins/dp/1250127734
https://www.amazon.com/Carmela-Full-Wishes-Matt-Pe%C3%B1a/dp/0399549048
https://www.amazon.com/Cece-Loves-Science-Kimberly-Derting/dp/0062499602
https://www.amazon.com/Common-Threads-Adams-Day-Market/dp/1534110100
https://www.amazon.com/Cool-Cuts-Mechal-Renee-Roe/dp/1984895575
https://www.amazon.com/Daniels-Good-Day-Micha-Archer/dp/0399546723
https://www.amazon.com/Fairy-Science-Ashley-Spires/dp/0525581391
https://www.amazon.com/Fearless-Mary-Adventures-American-Stagecoach/dp/0807523054
https://www.amazon.com/Fearless-Mary-Adventures-American-Stagecoach/dp/0807523054
https://www.amazon.com/Best-Kind-Bear-Greg-Gormley/dp/153620823X
https://www.amazon.com/Big-Bed-Bunmi-Laditan/dp/0374301239
https://www.amazon.com/Big-Five-Bella-Makatini/dp/1605374768
https://www.amazon.com/End-Something-Wonderful-Practical-Backyard/dp/1454932112


Picture Books (continued)
Five Minutes: (That’s a Lot of Time) (No, It’s 
Not) (Yes, It Is) by Liz Garton Scanlon (2019)
(PreK-1st)

Georgia’s Terrific, Colorific Experiment  
by Zoe Persico (2019) (K-3rd)

Going Down Home with Daddy  
by Kelly Starling Lyons (2019) (PreK-2nd)

Granddaddy’s Turn: A Journey to the Ballot Box 
by Michael S. Bandy (2019) (2nd -3rd)

Grandpa’s Stories by Joseph Coelho (2019) 
(PreK-3rd)

Hair, It’s a Family Affair! by Mylo Freeman 
(2019) (PreK-2nd)

Hair Love by Matthew Cherry (2019) (PreK-3rd)

Hammering for Freedom  
by Rita Lorraine Hubbard (2018) (1st-3rd)

Hands Up! by Breanna J. McDaniel (2019) 
(PreK-3rd)

Harriet Gets Carried Away by Jessie Sima 
(2019) (PreK)

Henry’s Freedom Box: A True Story from the 
Underground Railroad by Ellen Levine (2007) 
(2nd-3rd)

Hey, Wall: A Story of Art and Community  
by Susan Verde (2018) (K-3)

Hide and Seek by Polly Noakes (2019) (PreK-K)

The Hike by Alison Farrell (2019) (PreK-K)

Home is a Window  
by Stephanie Parsley Ledyard (2019) (PreK-3rd)

How to Read a Book by Kwame Alexander 
(2019) (K-3rd)

How to Take Care of Your Dinosaur  
by Jason Cockcroft (2019) (PreK-1st)

I Am Perfectly Designed by Karamo Brown 
(2019) (PreK-2nd)

I Can Write the World by Joshunda Sanders 
(2019) (K-3rd)

I Used To Be Famous by Tara Luebbe and  
Becky Cattie (2019) (PreK-1st)

Ice Breaker by Rose Viña (2019) (PreK-2nd)

I’m a Brilliant Little Black Boy!  
by Joshua Drummond (2016) (PreK-2nd)

If Sharks Disappeared by Lily Williams (2017) 
(K-2nd)

Izzy Gizmo by Pip Jones (2018) (PreK-2nd)

The King of Kindergarten by Derrick Barnes 
(2019) (PreK-K)

The Little Red Stroller by Joshua Furst (2019) 
(PreK-K)

Lola Goes to School by Anna McQuinn (2019) 
(PreK)

Look Up With Me by Neil Degrasse Tyson 
(2019) (PreK-2nd)

Loretta’s Gift by Pat Zietlow Miller (2018)  
(PreK-1st)

Love You Head to Toe by Ashley Barron (2019) 
(PreK)

Lovely by Jess Hong (2017) (PreK-2nd)

M is for Melanin by Tiffany Rose (2019) (PreK-K)

Max Speed by Stephen Shaskan (2019) 
(PreK-K)

Mira’s Curly Hair by Maryam Al Serkal (2019) 
(PreK-1st)

Missing Daddy by Mariame Kaba (2019)  
(PreK-1st)

My Hair by Hannah Lee (2019) (PreK-1st)

My Mama is a Mechanic by Doug Cenko (2019) 
(PreK)

My Mommy Medicine by Edwidge Danticat 
(2019) (PreK)

The Night is Yours by Abdul-Razak Zachariah 
(2019) (PreK-2nd)

Nighttime Symphony by Timbaland (2019) 
(PreK)

Not Quite Snow White by Ashley Franklin 
(2019) (1st-2nd)

Octopus Stew by Eric Velasquez (2019) (K-2nd)

Off & Away by Cale Atkinson (2018) (PreK-2nd)

The One Day House by Julia Durango (2017) 
(1st-3rd)

Parker Looks Up by Parker Curry (2019)  
(PreK-1st)

The Proudest Blue by Ibtihaj Muhammad 
(2019) (K-3rd)

https://www.amazon.com/Five-Minutes-Thats-Lot-Time/dp/052551631X
https://www.amazon.com/Five-Minutes-Thats-Lot-Time/dp/052551631X
https://www.amazon.com/Georgias-Terrific-Colorific-Experiment-Persico/dp/0762465247
https://www.amazon.com/Going-Daddy-Kelly-Starling-Lyons/dp/1561459380
https://www.amazon.com/Granddaddys-Turn-Journey-Ballot-Box/dp/0763665932
https://www.amazon.com/Grandpas-Stories-Joseph-Coelho/dp/1419734989
https://www.amazon.com/Hair-Family-Affair-Mylo-Freeman/dp/1911115685/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Hair%2C+It%E2%80%99s+a+Family+Affair%21&qid=1582122468&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Hair-Love-Matthew-Cherry/dp/0525553363
https://www.amazon.com/Hammering-Freedom-Rita-Lorraine-Hubbard/dp/1600609694
https://www.amazon.com/Hands-Up-Breanna-J-McDaniel/dp/0525552316
https://www.amazon.com/Harriet-Gets-Carried-Away-Jessie/dp/1481469118
https://www.amazon.com/Henrys-Freedom-Box-Underground-Railroad/dp/043977733X
https://www.amazon.com/Henrys-Freedom-Box-Underground-Railroad/dp/043977733X
https://www.amazon.com/Hey-Wall-Story-Art-Community/dp/1481453130
https://www.amazon.com/Hide-Seek-Childs-Play-Library/dp/1786281821
https://www.amazon.com/Hike-Alison-Farrell/dp/145217461X
https://www.amazon.com/Home-Window-Stephanie-Ledyard/dp/0823441563
https://www.amazon.com/How-Read-Book-Kwame-Alexander/dp/0062307819
https://www.amazon.com/How-Take-Care-Your-Dinosaur/dp/1536205680
https://www.amazon.com/Am-Perfectly-Designed-Karamo-Brown/dp/125023221X
https://www.amazon.com/Can-Write-World-Joshunda-Sanders/dp/1644420015
https://www.amazon.com/Used-Be-Famous-Becky-Cattie/dp/0807534439
https://www.amazon.com/Ice-Breaker-Fairbanks-Changed-Skating/dp/080753496X
https://www.amazon.com/Brilliant-Little-Black-BBoy-Collection/dp/0692555323
https://www.amazon.com/If-Sharks-Disappeared-Lily-Williams/dp/162672413X
https://www.amazon.com/Izzy-Gizmo-Pip-Jones/dp/1682630218
https://www.amazon.com/King-Kindergarten-Derrick-Barnes/dp/1524740748/ref=asc_df_1524740748/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=344057861673&hvpos=1o2&hvnetw=g&hvrand=1799205019037961379&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9015783&hvtargid=pla-782180675243&psc=1&tag=&ref=&adgrpid=69543896872&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvadid=344057861673&hvpos=1o2&hvnetw=g&hvrand=1799205019037961379&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9015783&hvtargid=pla-782180675243
https://www.amazon.com/Little-Red-Stroller-Joshua-Furst/dp/0735228809
https://www.amazon.com/Lola-Goes-School-Anna-McQuinn/dp/1580899382
https://www.amazon.com/Look-Up-Me-deGrasse-Tyson/dp/0062844946
https://www.amazon.com/Lorettas-Gift-Pat-Zietlow-Miller/dp/1499806817
https://www.amazon.com/Love-You-Head-Ashley-Barron/dp/1771473045
https://www.amazon.com/Lovely-Jess-Hong/dp/1939547377
https://www.amazon.com/M-Melanin-Celebration-Black-Child/dp/1499809166
https://www.amazon.com/Max-Speed-Stephen-Shaskan/dp/1481445901
https://www.amazon.com/Miras-Curly-Hair-Maryam-Serkal/dp/1911373617
https://www.amazon.com/Missing-Daddy-Mariame-Kaba/dp/1642590363
https://www.amazon.com/My-Hair-Hannah-Lee/dp/0571346863
https://www.amazon.com/My-Mama-Mechanic-Doug-Cenko/dp/1936669714
https://www.amazon.com/My-Mommy-Medicine-Edwidge-Danticat/dp/1250140919
https://www.amazon.com/Night-Yours-Abdul-Razak-Zachariah/dp/0525552715
https://www.amazon.com/Nighttime-Symphony-Timbaland/dp/1442412089
https://www.amazon.com/Quite-Snow-White-Ashley-Franklin/dp/006279860X
https://www.amazon.com/Octopus-Stew-Eric-Velasquez/dp/082343754X
https://www.amazon.com/Off-Away-Cale-Atkinson/dp/1484782321
https://www.amazon.com/One-Day-House-Julia-Durango/dp/1580897096
https://www.amazon.com/Parker-Looks-Up-Extraordinary-Moment/dp/1534451862
https://www.amazon.com/Proudest-Blue-Story-Hijab-Family/dp/0316519006


Picture Books (continued)

Remarkably You by Pat Zietlow Miller (2019) (PreK-1st)

Right This Very Minute by Lisl H. Detlefsen (K-1st)

Rocket Says Look Up! by Nathan Bryon (2019) (K-2nd)

Ruby Finds A Worry by Tom Percival (2019) (PreK-2nd)

Saturday by Oge Mora (2019) (PreK-1st)

Sing a Song by Kelly Starling Lyons (2019) (1st-3rd)

Sisters: Venus & Serena Williams by Jeanette Winter (2019) (K-3rd)

Small World by Ishta Mercurio (2019) (PreK-2nd)

Some Days by Karen Kaufman Orloff (2019) (PreK-K)

A Squiggly Story by Andrew Larsen (2016) (PreK-2nd)

Sulwe by Lupita Nyong’o (2019) (PreK-2nd)

Tallulah the Tooth Fairy CEO by Dr. Tamara Pizzoli (2019) (1st-3rd)

Thank You, Omu! by Oge Mora (2018) (PreK-2nd)

Thinker: My Puppy Poet and Me by Eloise Greenfield (2019) (1st-3rd)

Twins by Mike Ciccotello (2019) (PreK-1st)

Tyaja Uses the THiNK Test by Linda Ryden (2019) (K-3rd)

Undefeated by Kwame Alexander (2019) (2nd – 3rd)

Wallpaper by Thao Lam (2018) (PreK-2nd)

Want to Play Trucks? by Ann Stott (2018) (PreK-K)

When Aidan Became a Brother  by Kyle Lukoff (2019) (PreK-2nd)

When Grandma Gives You a Lemon Tree by Jamie L.B. Deenihan (2019) (PreK-1st)

You and Me and Home Sweet Home by George Ella Lyon (2009) (1st-3rd)

https://www.amazon.com/Remarkably-You-Pat-Zietlow-Miller/dp/006242758X
https://www.amazon.com/Right-This-Minute-table-farm/dp/1948898004
https://www.amazon.com/Rocket-Says-Look-Nathan-Bryon/dp/1984894420
https://www.amazon.com/Ruby-Finds-Worry-Tom-Percival/dp/1547602376
https://www.amazon.com/Saturday-Oge-Mora/dp/0316431273/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Saturday+by+Oge+Mora&qid=1580314552&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Sing-Song-Every-Inspired-Generations/dp/0525516093/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Sing+a+Song+by+Kelly+Starling+Lyons&qid=1580314670&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Sisters-Serena-Williams-Jeanette-Winter/dp/1534431217/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Sisters%3A+Venus+%26+Serena+Williams+by+Jeanette+Winter&qid=1580314703&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Small-World-Ishta-Mercurio/dp/1419734075
https://www.amazon.com/Some-Days-Karen-Kaufman-Orloff/dp/1454926201
https://www.amazon.com/Squiggly-Story-Andrew-Larsen/dp/1771380160
https://www.amazon.com/Sulwe-Lupita-Nyongo/dp/1534425365
https://www.amazon.com/Tallulah-Tooth-Fairy-Tamara-Pizzoli/dp/0374309191/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Tallulah+the+Tooth+Fairy+CEO+by+Dr.+Tamara+Pizzoli&qid=1580314756&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Thank-You-Omu-Oge-Mora/dp/0316431249
https://www.amazon.com/Thinker-My-Puppy-Poet-Me/dp/1492677248
https://www.amazon.com/Twins-Picture-Book-Mike-Ciccotello/dp/0374312125
https://www.amazon.com/Tyaja-Uses-THiNK-Linda-Ryden/dp/0884487350
https://www.amazon.com/Undefeated-Kwame-Alexander/dp/1328780961/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Undefeated+by+Kwame+Alexander&qid=1580314802&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Wallpaper-Thao-Lam/dp/1771472839
https://www.amazon.com/Want-Play-Trucks-Ann-Stott/dp/0763681733
https://www.amazon.com/When-Aidan-Became-Brother-Lukoff/dp/1620148374/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=When+Aidan+Became+a+Brother+by+Kyle+Lukoff&qid=1580314841&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/When-Grandma-Gives-Lemon-Tree/dp/1454923814
https://www.amazon.com/Sweet-Richard-Jackson-Atheneum-Hardcover/dp/0689875894

